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Introduction 
 
The Papers of Tillman Houser span the years 1945 to 1999 with a concentration between 
1950 to 1975. The items in the collection revolve primarily around the Free Methodist 
Missions to Rhodesia or now Zimbabwe, Africa.  
 
The collection is composed of proceedings, correspondence, subject file, reports, literary 
productions, and printed materials. The majority of the collection is contained in the 
correspondence and subject file. This primarily involves letters to and from African 
Missionaries and Missions Board. The proceeding section gives insight to the workings 
of Annual Conferences in Africa. Interestingly many of these are in different African 
languages.  
 
Tillman gave this collection to Asbury Theological Seminary.  Every attempt has been 
made to keep the folders in similar categories given us by Mr. Houser.  However, some 
modifications have been made in trying to better classify and arrange the materials when 
needed. 
 
This collection was processed by Scott Hughes in June 2000.  Scott Hughes prepared the 
finding aid in June 2000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Sketch 
 
Tillman Houser started his work in missions just six years after his marriage to his wife 
Gwen.  Tillman and his family spent over twenty years in their time at Rhodesia 
(currently Zimbabwe), Africa.  Starting in the rural and gradually working their way to 
the urban areas, Tillman was in charge in many aspects of the missionary work being 
done in Southern Rhodesia.  He learned about their culture and language to translate 
materials, help operate over 30 elementary schools, supervised church districts and 
mission stations, and even taught a few classes. 
 
Tillman returned to the states in 1982.  He began writing a book on the history of Free 
Methodist missionary work to Zimbabwe since 1939.  He returned to Zimbabwe to help 
acquire more materials for his book and also taught some classes at Lundi Bible school. 
This book was complete in 1999. 
 
 
Scope and Content 
 
The Tillman Houser records span the years from 1949 to 1999.  The majority of the 
collection spans the years 1950 to 1975.  Once again, effort has been made to keep the 
files in the same categories as given by Tillman Houser. 
 
The Proceeding section contains six folders, which include mostly minutes from various 
conference minutes. More specifically there are minutes from Shangana and Rhodesia 
Conferences. 
 
The Correspondence segment covers twelve folders. This section of the collection 
includes letters to and from missionaries to missionary boards and governments. There 
are also some letters between missionaries and personal letters from Tillman. 
 
The Subject File contents are in eight files. Almost half of this section contains historical 
information about the history of Africa and the church there.  Other materials include 
information on Daisey Fredrick and deputation. 
 
The Report section contains only two folders. One folder is on appropriations and the 
other is on policy and plans. 
 
The Literary Productions include five files. The majority of this material includes his 
research papers, articles, and stories. 
 
The Printed Materials section contains one folder. In this folder are various collected 
articles. 
 
 
Series Description 
 
Series 1 
 
PROCEEDINGS 
 
6 folders 
1955-1976 
                        Arranged alphabetically within sub-series.  Includes conference minutes 
from Rhodesia and Shangana. 
 
Series 2 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
12 folders 
1946-1976 
                        Arranged alphabetically within sub-series.  Includes letters between 
missionaries and mission boards, missionaries and government, and 
missionaries themselves.  There is also personal letters of Tillman Houser. 
 
Series 3 
 
SUBJECT FILE 
 
8 folders 
1945-1988 
                       Arranged alphabetically within sub-series.  Includes history of Africa, 
deputation, and file on Daisey Fredrick. 
 
Series 4 
 
REPORTS 
 
2 folders 
1951-1976 
Arranged alphabetically within sub-series.  Includes mission appropriation 
and policy. 
 
Series 5 
 
LITERARY PRODUCTIONS  
 
5 folders 
1953-1999 
                        Arranged alphabetically within sub-series.  Includes research materials, 
stories, articles, and Tillman’s book ​Free Methodist and Other Missions in 
Zimbabwe​. 
 
Series 6 
 
PRINTED MATERIALS 
 
1 folder 
1954-1975 
This file is various articles collected by Tillman Houser 
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Box/Folder Inventory 
 
Box Folder Series Title Date 
1 1  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Conference in Shangana 1966-1976 
 2  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Rhodesia 1960-1974 
 3  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Rhodesia Annual Conference 1960-1974 
 4  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Rhodesia Conference Missions 
Meetings 
1955-1974 
 5  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Rhodesia Missions Annual 1961-1976 
 6  Proceedings – 
Minutes 
Shangana Conference 1957-1972 
 7  Correspondence Inter-Missionary 1950-1972 
 8  Correspondence Africans to Missionaries 1958-1966 
 9  Correspondence General Missionary Board to 
Missionaries 
1946-1971 
 10  Correspondence Government to Missionaries 1947-1965 
 11  Correspondence Inter-Missionary 1952-1975 
 12  Correspondence Jacobs and General Missionary 
Board 
1952 
 13  Correspondence Missionaries to Africans 1965-1969 
 14  Correspondence Missionaries to General 
Missionary Board 
1953-1976 
 15  Correspondence Missionaries to Government 1947-1964 
 16  Correspondence Missionaries Miscellaneous 1946-1971 
 17  Correspondence Personal 1950-1969 
 18  Correspondence Rhodesia Conference 1976 
 19  Subject File African Independence Church’s 
Conference 
1974-1988 
 20  Subject File Deputation 1969 
 21  Subject File Deputation – Correspondence 1981-1982 
 22  Subject File District and Official Board 
Notes 
1960-1961 
 23  Subject File Fredrick, Daisey Eva  1945-1963 
 24  Subject File General African History 1960-1974 
 25  Subject File Historical Mahlahie 1955-1956 
 26  Subject File Hlalala 1957-1975 
 27  Reports-Financial Mission Annual Appropriations 1955-1976 
 28  Reports Policies and Plans 1951-1973 
 29  Literary 
Productions 
Articles 1953-1973 
 30  Literary 
Productions 
Free Methodist and Other 
Missions in Zimbabwe 
1999 
 31  Literary 
Productions 
Research Paper 1969-1970 
 32  Literary 
Productions 
Research Project Fuller 
Seminary 
1976 
 33  Literary 
Productions 
Stories 1960-1966 
 34  Printed Materials Articles 1954-1975 
 
 
 
